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Judaism, utterly distasteful to them, but a lofty religion and a
religious philosophy embodying an attractive syncretism whose
artificiality and weakness were not apparent to'the men of that
age. " It can readily be imagined that this religion, in which
were combined, under the auspices of Platonic speculation,
the teachings of the prophets and the noblest precepts of Stoic
morality, exercised a lively attraction upon those minds for
whom philosophy alone was not sufficient and to whom the
pagan cults did not afford that moral sustenance which they
needed." I The Jews themselves, living in daily contact with
all classes of Gentile society, no longer seemed to them to be
segregating themselves from the rest of mankind, or to con-
stitute a tertium genus, as they seemed to do in Palestine.

At first, the Graeco-Romans had not evinced very much
sympathy for the Jews and their beliefs.2 To Cicero (Pro
Placet), 28) their religion still appeared a barbara superstitio.
Their customs were derided, they themselves were the theme
of malicious gossip ; their origin was the subject of humiliating
jests, and the origin of their rites was treated in the same way.3
Because " they hung their Temple with ivy" and because,
according to rumour, a golden vine had been found in that
building, it was supposed by some that they worshipped Bacchus,
the conqueror of the East; but they were accused of turning the
smiling and joyous rites instituted by Liber into a sad and
gloomy business. Their religious practices and domestic
customs were said to be strange and repellent. Such is the
verdict of Tacitus at the end of one of the chapters of his
History (v, 5) where he describes Judaism in the most scornful
terms. Moreover, in Alexandria, where a virulent anti-
Semitism raged, there sprang up a polemical literature full of
insults, calumny and varied accusations, of which Josephus
gives us some idea in his Contra Apionem. The main charges
of this polemic, such as the accusation that the Jews worshipped
an ass's head, or practised ritual murder, spread throughout the
whole Roman world.4

Apart from these absurdities, harmful though they must

have been, current anti-Semitism was confined to three principal

charges, viz. (1) that the Jews were forbidden to eat pork s;

' (2) that they observed the Sabbath (with which was coupled,
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